
Remarks June 15, 2019 Rose Garden Rededication 

A special welcome to todays invited guests and past presidents of the Garden club of Norfolk and as we rededicate the 

Memorial Rose Garden to Norfolk in hopes that this will be a place of peaceful reflection for all residents. 

As the Town hill was being lowered, and a new bandstand was constructed, Mary Gould presented a generous gift in 

memory of her family for the planting of  a rose garden on town hill.  

An area was chosen and a landscape plan was developed by the late Lowell Robinson, a local landscape architect. It 

called for a 32 ft diameter circular garden divided into three parts by brick walks with a central brick circle. The Garden 

Club was active in this endeavor selling the commemorative bricks that make up the walkways here and around the 

town hill. Later on Norfolk Community League assisted in the process. 

Roses, supporting shrubbery and perennials were planted by a Garden Club committee that included Rick Tedoldi, Jan 

Conklin and Gail Tuveson.   Some of the plants you are seeing today are from the original planting.  

After the sad events of 9-11 a fundraising committee was formed that resulted in the installation in 2003 of the “One 

World United for Peace” sculpture n the center of the Garden by sculptor Michael Alfano. 

Like all gardens, from time to time change is needed. In 2016, we decided to honor Mary’s original intent for the garden 

with a renewal of the area. We sought a consultation with Michael and Angelina Chute, rosarians and authors from RI. 

They felt we could be successful with roses in this location. We did a lot of reading and weeding from 2016-17 and we 

enriched the soil. We created a plan and applied for and received a grant from The Massachusetts Federation of Garden 

Clubs in the fall of 2017. 

Dino’s Welding built to our specifications and installed the three pillars and the rose arch.  
Rose planting took place last May (2018.) and other plants were moved or added to complete the plan. A maintenance 
plan was formulated and is being carried out by the Garden Club.  
 
We wish to thank the following people who have contributed to the garden: 

• Mary Gould and the original Rose Garden Committee for their inspiration and work. 

• The Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts for the grant that made the renovation possible 

• Bob and Emily Nicodemus and Sam Benton for assisting with the dDigging and planting on rose planting day.  

• Tom Benedetti and the DPW - for removing the inner barberry borders, for the drip watering system which 
eliminates the problems caused by overhead watering and for  mulching of the garden.  

• Stephanie Markham for donation of Chives  which help repel pests. 

• David and Colleen Axberg Donation of manure to enrich the soil and winterize the roses. 
 

 

 

 


